BT-17
Biking Route Five: Welaka
: 8 Welaka to Beecher Point BT-18 Spring
L{«_A_‘.ﬁ-\;\_y >+ 5.6 miles round trip Johnsons
Bluff
\ (@)
& & s ‘L Floridian Club Rd
< tof I, e s T &
(S} idf AN o3 @ <
o/Q2 Q.2 7 =
SY S D N 5
L/ o/ 5§ ae=wel Drf =
Sporie. Bl 210 ;‘ Old Welaka Rd
ils] o b)j é i
’ proad St %
i
Mill St 'i
|
North St
\ Q
@
Boston 5t % > @
\ itz
1 S,
sl E &
é 'Ilm >
CARAVELLE Bil<t
> st
RANCH DECAE e
L 1 ; Zl>
> | walnut S < &
= ES S 8
| =7 2 county ¥
z }Poﬁmeﬁo St z
B = g
=y —_ (] Rive
| Welaka >~ shellst =, o] [Bes 2
>BERC S ‘ o HE
STJOHNS RIVER 5.1 << 20 s ¢ ls
[ Mcclure St i 2 15
1 cclU =
Ill South 5t
%
OCKLAWAHA RIVER s WELAKA
= STATE
FOREST
«BendRd_ | torical Sita ——— Biking Route (5.6 mi.)
BEAR CREEK c'ﬁ?’ @ Bartram Historical Site
/ Streets
Information
EIE] ,f‘f - Wetlands
OCALA e . |
NATIONAL f./of;w‘“ e Trailhead Waterbody
FOREST — R0 a Rgl) | < - -
{ o W ﬂ Rastooims National and State Forests
. BT-19 Beecher S ‘Jﬁ‘ Boat Ramp
Point (Mount Hope) 2 -
iy i EocC Disclair = "Th is for ref e only. Data vided derived fi
I«. 72015 I,. RS 05 D 05 Inaj?(:rpr:zrsourczsn\:\iﬁliagﬂr:g ﬁsgfa o‘fmagcur:cy.p?m;:m?:rgun?:nd \Em
MOXID, indd wid R E'BkrgRoutes Wik_Bchr mwd

employees disclaim all responsibility for the aceuracy or completeness
of the data shown hereon. To promote safe sharing of the roads
M”es bicyclists should always know and follow Florida bicycle laws,
located in chapter 316 Florida Statutes.”



Biking Route #5 — Welaka to Beecher Point (4.9 miles)
In his travels, William Bartram mentions Beecher Point /Mount Hope — named such by John Bartram. The elder Bartram admired the huge Indian mound here. It
was later renamed Beecher Point as Harriet Beecher Stowe’s father owned a plantation here. The sites are best accessed by boat but this is a nice bike ride. The
Bartram Trail Marker (BT 22) is located on the dock at the River Bend Condominiums. This route begins at the Welaka Bartram kiosk located at the corner of
Palmetto and Front Street.
This small “Florida fishing town” is a great place for a local catfish or shrimp dinners. It also borders the Welaka State Forest with numerous hiking and mountain
biking trails, and just a few miles south of the town on Georgetown road is a fish hatchery and small aquarium.
Bartram Sites along the Route in order:
Welaka Bartram Kiosk
BT# 19 — Beecher Point/Mount Royal
BT# 18 — Johnsons BIuff (not accessible)
BT# 17 — Welaka Spring (not accessible)

Visit https://bartramtrailsociety.com/putnam-county/ to read more in Bartram’s own words about each site!

Biking Route #5 —Welaka to Beecher Point Q-Sheet

0.0 This route begins at the Welaka Bartram kiosk located at the corner of Palmetto and Front Street. (For parking & rest rooms - go 1 block west towards the St.
Johns River)

.1 Left on Front Street (south) pass the fishing tackle store at Elm St.

.9 Continue to the end of Front Street and turn around at Lazy Days RV Park, continue back on Front Street

1.2 Left on Riverbend Road

1.5 Right on Beechers Pt. Dr., ends at Bartram Site (Beechers Pt./Mt. Hope)

2.0 Turn around at Riverbend Ct. Apts. (private), return to Beechers Pt. Dr.

2.8 Left on Front Street

3.4 Right on EIm St. at tackle store, Cross 309 at Citgo station (store/water), continue on Elm (BBQ restaurant behind Citgo)

3.8 Pass Jefferson Smith Park on left

4.1 Left on 11th Ave, curves around to left, becomes Palmetto, pass park

4.5 Left onto 7th

4.5 Right on Palmetto (James King Recreational Trail) Pass City Hall and fitness park

4.8 Cross 309 on Palmetto to Welaka Downtown Park

4.9 End of ride

*note: At end of Palmetto is the city boat dock/short boardwalk. For good views of St. Johns River, Café Bleu restaurant on right, Shrimps R US Restaurant on
McClure & 309, and Anderson’s Lodge/Water’s Edge Pub& Grill on River at end of Boston Street (several blocks north to left of 309).


https://bartramtrailsociety.com/putnam-county/

